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Welcome to the Children of Mary

Mary had a unique relationship with her divine Son: on the one hand she was a docile disciple, meditating on His words in the depths of her heart, on the other, as His mother and teacher, she helped His human nature to grow in ‘wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and man.’                       
Pope John Paul II

( History

Our humble beginning consisted of a small number of families who supported each other in the unique apostolate of homeschooling.  We preferred anonymity and loose association because in the late 1980’s, home schooling was not a mainstream educational choice and New York State’s legal position on home schooling was still a work in progress.  In later years, as our membership grew, our children became older, and home schooling became more common, we decided to formally organize under the name “Children of Mary Home Schoolers” after the inspiration of St. Catherine Labouré.  We sometimes refer to our group as COMHS, which is pronounced with each letter separately and not phonetically (e.g. C-O-M-H-S, rather than “cōms”).  We enjoyed a variety of educational, cultural and faith-centered activities, such as field trips, Buffalo Philharmonic concerts, All Saint’s Presentations, May Crowning, and others, many of which continue to this day.  As our group has grown, so has the scope and the availability of many activities, including First Friday, history and science fairs, spelling bees, Soldiers of Christ Youth Group (started in 1995), musical productions, celebration of the Sacraments, and formal graduation ceremonies at the end of the school year.  COMHS families can look forward to such activities and others as our families continue to share their talents and interests with one another.  In 1998, the remaining original members of our group initiated a “Service Board” for the organizational needs of our ever-growing and vibrant group.

(  Insignia

We chose as our insignia the picture of Our Lady of Schools, accompanied by the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of Mary which appear on the back of the Miraculous Medal.  To confirm our loyalty to our late Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, we chose his motto, “Totus Tuus” (“Totally Yours”) as our own.

The picture of Our Lady of Schools speaks for itself.  It depicts Mary presenting to us her Child, Who stands atop the whole of visible creation.  It shows forcefully how all creation bears the imprint of the Incarnate Word through Mary.  Mary is shown in her mission of bringing Christ to us and nurturing Him in the souls of men.  His left hand rests on the arm of His mother showing us how He allowed Himself to be dependent upon her for His own growth “in wisdom and age and grace” while on earth and how He wishes for us to depend on her for His growth in us. Mother and Son are looking down to meet the eyes of both teachers and students looking up.  Teachers in cooperation with Mary find their surest way of multiplying Christ in the persons of their students.
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In His hand, Jesus holds a small cross.  In His halo, the ideal brightness surrounding the head of Mary’s Son, is visible the upper and lateral parts of the cross. Thus in His cross are focused the love and sacrifice which forms the basis of all true Christian education.  Our Lady’s halo is composed of her twelve star diadem which recalls her twelve glorious privileges and describes her mission and prerogatives.  These are:  Her Divine motherhood, with its corollaries, her spiritual motherhood, her universal mediation and her universal queenship, her Immaculate Conception, fullness of grace, freedom from actual sin, perpetual virginity, her knowledge, her immunity from corruption, anticipated resurrection, and her bodily assumption.

Mary presents Jesus, Light of our minds and Love of our hearts.  Jesus offers Himself with His cross.  Mary holds Jesus on a globe studded with stars and under-girded by the various instruments of learning, as her Son is the master of all learning.  He clings to Mary’s arm to affirm that she shares in His dominion.  The various arts and sciences are depicted underneath the globe by such items as the books, a quill pen, and a workbasket.  

( Purpose

The Children of Mary Home Schoolers was founded to give Catholic home schoolers opportunities to learn, play, and pray together, and for parents of Catholic home schoolers to plan spiritual, academic, and social events for the children and to assist one another in the unique apostolate of home education.


(  Mission

The Children of Mary Home Schoolers believe that the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic Church is the one, true Church founded by our Lord Jesus Christ as the means of salvation for all mankind.  We believe that the Holy Father is the Vicar of Christ on earth.  We embrace his rightful authority, are in union with him and the Magisterium, i.e., those bishops in union with him.  In particular, we abide by the teachings in the papal encyclicals “Humanae Vitae” and “Familiaris Consortio,” which condemn the use of artificial contraception, insist upon the protection of life from conception to natural death, uphold and defend the family as the domestic church and the original cell of social life, and specify the role of parents as the first and foremost educators of their children.

(  Membership

 Our two foundational pillars are the Catholic Faith and the practice of home schooling and we welcome all families who are Catholic and who are home schooling.  By “Catholic” it is meant those who are submissive to the rightful authority of Our Holy Father, those families living a sacramental life according to their state in life, adhering to the precepts of the Catholic Church, and practicing their Faith according to the Church’s teachings.  By “home schooling” it is meant those families educating at least one child at home, kindergarten (minimum age 5 years by December 31) through twelfth grade.  
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