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Conduct Guidelines

( General Guidelines
(Members will adhere to the educational directives outlined in the New York State Regulations.

(Members are encouraged to assist in some capacity throughout the course of a membership year. 

(Members will communicate with pure, respectful and courteous speech, be it through email, phone, or in person. 

(Students will show respect to those in authority and listen to adults if direction or correction is needed.

(Members will show respect and care for the personal property of others and protect the privileges afforded us by our host facilities.

(Parents or guardians will be responsible for their children's behavior at all times. 

(Please do not bring children to an event if they are ill.ADVANCE \d 4
( Guidelines for Attire
“Modesty protects the intimate center of the person.  It means refusal to unveil what should remain hidden...Modesty is decency. It inspires one's choice of clothing.  It keeps silence or reserve where there is evident risk of unhealthy curiosity.  It is discreet."  CCC 2521-2522 
(As many of our events call for us to be in the public view and/or at Mass, members should dress in a respectful manner. It is understood that this can be interpreted in many different ways, and it is not the intent of COMHS to establish a rigid dress code at this time. However, COMHS members are asked to attire themselves in a manner that is reasonably neat and appropriate for the nature of the activity. Children of Mary members should not wear clothing with inappropriate slogans/pictures. Attire that may cause offense, or dress that is overtly intended to draw attention to oneself should be avoided.
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Conduct Guidelines (continued)

( Special Situations
(When disputes between families, or issues, arise within the group, members are expected to act with Christian charity and forgiveness.  In the event that honest efforts to reconcile are unsuccessful, or affect the group as a whole, these should be brought, in writing, to the attention of the Service Board to bring about resolution of the problem.  Communication should be private to preserve the reputation of families involved.  Problems should not be addressed to the group at large.
(Underage drinking or underage tobacco use will not be tolerated. Discussions or uses of pornography or illegal drugs are strictly forbidden. There will be no inappropriate use or presence of firearms, knives or other weapons at events. These are serious offenses, which warrant immediate Service Board attention.   The Service Board will solicit the cooperation of parents to ensure a peaceful resolution. 
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Dues Policy

( Purpose

When members forget to pay their dues on a timely basis funds must be taken from the COMHS treasury to cover the cost of mailing unpaid dues reminders, adjusting the pictorial directory, and address lists. Late dues also create extra work for the Treasurer, Pictorial Directory Coordinator, Email Chain Coordinator, and Service Board, along with delaying the publication and release of the Pictorial Directory and Family List updates each year.  Therefore, we hold a dues policy.
We do not pro-rate dues for members joining midyear.  Each new family requires a complete directory and information packet and prorated dues would not cover these and other costs.

 

 ( Collection 

Collection of all membership dues will begin July 1st, which is the beginning of New York State academic year and our fiscal year.  Please mail your check payable to Children of Mary Home Schoolers to the current treasurer.  If your family is experiencing financial hardship and you are requesting dues assistance, please notify the Service Board no later than August 15th.  There will be no exceptions after this date.  As always, loving confidentiality will be exercised.  As a courtesy, the Service Board will send out periodic reminders over the summer vacation to ensure that all families have ample notification in order to submit their dues by September 1st.

 

If your dues are not received by September 1st, you will relinquish your membership and be taken off the e-mail chain list

.  

If you allow your membership to lapse, and wish to reinstate your membership, an additional $15.00 fee will be required for reinstatement.

( Soldiers of Christ

Those families who have children in Soldiers of Christ will abide by the same policy for dues collection as COMHS.  Refer to Section V, “Soldiers of Christ Handbook,” for further details.
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Chaperone Policy

· Policy

All children, regardless of age, require a chaperone at all events, field trips, or activities related to Children of Mary Home Schoolers.  It has been the general understanding and practice that the primary responsibility of chaperoning the children is that of the parent and for reasons of liability this should be the most common practice.  In special situations, such as the birth of a child, a designated guardian is permissible but should be the exception and not the norm.

This policy includes students who are able to drive. They must have a designated chaperone to attend or even “drop in” at a COMHS event.

· Sibling Chaperones

 At the discretion of the parents, siblings over the age of 21 may act as chaperones. They should be reminded that their responsibility is to take the place of the parents, hence, must conduct themselves accordingly.
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How to Invite a New Member

( Procedures

(Families interested in joining our group may contact members of Children of Mary Home Schoolers.  In communicating with these families, remember that Catholic and home schooling are the two criteria for joining COMHS.  You may refer to page 2, bottom paragraph of “Welcome to the Children of Mary Home Schoolers.” 

( COMHS members have a copy of the New Member Information Sheet (NMIS) and the COMHS Brochure found in section IV, “Forms.”  These should be given to eligible inquiring families, along with an envelope addressed to a Service Board member.

(The completed NMIS should them be returned to a Service Board member with a check for dues and a family photo for the pictorial directory.

(Once the NMIS has been reviewed and accepted, a letter of welcome will be sent to the new family from the Service Board.  They will be entitled to all COMHS benefits and responsibilities and be invited to the next event or meeting.  

(A Membership Manual with a Pictorial Directory will be available for them to pick up from a Service Board member.
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Reimbursement Policy

(  What events are eligible for reimbursement from the COMHS treasury? 

The Children of Mary Home Schoolers do not have a single location for meetings and events and rely on the generosity of many host facilities.  The geographical locations of all of our members are diverse and are spread out by hundreds of miles. Therefore, it is with justice in mind that we ensure that all events are accessible to all members within a reasonable distance.  Regardless of geographical location, all members pay dues and thus, all events which are covered by these dues should be practically accessible to all families.  For this reason, those events that choose to reflect this policy will have an opportunity to be funded from the COMHS treasury.
· What constitutes a “central location?”

In 2004, the Service Board seriously examined this topic in order to ensure that all members had a reasonable opportunity to participate in events funded by the treasury.   Utilizing maps and online distance indicators, the Service Board established a perimeter that defines “central.”

A copy of this map is available through email upon request from a Service Board member.

Our list of central locations is the product of this study.
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Copyright 

Children of Mary Home Schoolers has three areas of interest regarding copyright concerns:

( Obtaining legal copyright protection for all COMHS published works

( Obtaining permission from copyright holders of any printed material

( Obtaining copyright permission for use of published music

( Legal Copyright Protection for COMHS Published Works

COMHS seeks to protect their Membership Manual against any unauthorized copying/reproducing.   This does not suggest that others are not able to take, with permission, our ideas and implement them into their own home school group.  It simply ensures the protection of these works from being reproduced without permission.

The publications of “The Mantle” and “The Arc” are not under the same copyright laws but we ask, out of respect for the authors, that there be no copying/reproducing without the consent of the authors.

( Copyright Permission for Use of Printed Materials
In an effort to respect the legal rights of others to their copyrighted, published material, and to demonstrate that respect to our children, COMHS members will make every effort to obtain proper permission for use of printed materials for use in group events, coloring activities, classes, sacrament preparation, and any other activity where we may wish to print copies to share with other members of COMHS.

( Copyright Permission for Use of Published Music
We must obtain copyright permission for any music that is not original if we are to use it in a production.  The same regulation applies to audiotapes, CDs, and DVDs made with copyrighted music.

For more details on any of these policies please contact the Service Board.
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